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The closing verses of chapter 9 involves discipleship but with a broader 

group of “disciples.” Here, our Lord’s focus is not merely on the twelve 

disciples, but on the larger group of “disciples” who had been following 

Him.  

Anything that competes with Christ for our loyalty must be forsaken as an 

idol. In our Lord’s description of the three would-be disciples in our text, the 

commitment of each is faulty, because it has implied limits. 

The 1st of these appears to volunteer unconditionally. The 2nd appears to 

have an emergency, which will delay his commitment, but just for a time.  

The 3rd volunteer seems ready to follow Jesus immediately, but just wants to 

say good-bye to his family before he leaves.  

 

Luke wants us to begin to recognize some of those things that rival and thus 

hinder our commitment to Christ. Jesus is identifying those things that we 

love more than Christ, which undermine true discipleship. 

 

It looks to us as though Jesus does not want volunteers at all. 

Unlimited Commitment? (9:57-58) 

The 1st would-be disciple approaches Jesus with what appears to be a very 

simple and unlimited commitment: “I will follow You wherever You go” 

(verse 57).  
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Our Lord is obviously not satisfied, as we can see from His response: “The 

foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has 

nowhere to lay His head” (verse 58). 

We need to remember that we can only observe “outward appearance,” 

while our Lord “looks upon the heart” (see 1 Samuel 16:7). Jesus knows that 

this man cannot be a true disciple. 

Jesus will now put this man’s commitment to the test. Jesus says to him in 

effect, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son 

of Man has nowhere to lay His head. You say you will follow Me anywhere. 

I do not own a home. I do not even have a place that I can call ‘home.’ I do 

not even own my own bed. Are you willing to follow Me under these 

conditions?” 

This man’s focus is on where he would be willing to go; Jesus’ focus is on 

what one is willing to leave behind to go. 

Following Jesus requires leaving; specifically, it requires leaving home.  

Jesus is saying to this man, “You don’t really understand what you’re 

saying. To follow Me you must be willing to leave everything behind, even 

what you call ‘home.’” 

“Delayed Commitments” (9:59-62) 

These two men fully intend to be our Lord’s disciples sometime and 

somehow, but not immediately. 

 

We all know that a death in the family, especially the death of one’s father, 

is a valid reason for taking time off work or putting something off for a 

while.  Jesus says to this volunteer, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but 

you go and proclaim the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:60). 

When our Lord says, “Let the dead bury their own dead,” He is saying that is 

a job anybody can do. More pointedly, an unbeliever (“the dead”) can 

handle a burial as well as a believer. In fact, our Lord indicates that it would 

be better if an unbeliever buried the dead, rather than one of His disciples.  
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The gospel is the offer of the gift of eternal life, life that extends beyond the 

grave. If one must choose between the two activities of digging a grave, or 

of preaching the gospel, which is more important? 

The 3rd man says, “I will follow you Lord, but first let me go back and say 

good-bye to my family.” (Luke 9:61) 

In the case of the third volunteer, the delay seems so minimal that it hardly 

appears to matter one way or the other. He says, “No one who puts his hand 

to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” (Luke 

9:62) 

Jesus sets down a principle that every farmer would understand: You can’t 

plow a straight row looking backward. 

If you want to plow a straight furrow, you must keep the plow lined up by 

fixing on some object ahead and aiming toward it. Anyone who tries to plow 

while looking backward is in trouble.  

It is as though Jesus knows that if this man went back to his family to say 

good-bye, he would be talked out of following Him. 

I.e., After the Israelites were delivered from their Egyptian slavery, when 

things got tough, some of the people began to “look back” to Egypt, as 

though returning to Egypt would be better than going on to the promised 

land.  

You must not go back to those sins that enslave you, not if you are 

committed to follow another master (see Romans 6). You’ve got to burn 

your bridges. This applies to every one of us, in every area of our lives. We 

are tempted to keep going back to our old ways, to our old sins, but the Bible 

keeps saying to us, “Don’t go back.”  

We demonstrate our love for God, most often, by loving our fellow men. But 

we must never love men above God. We demonstrate our love for God, most 

often, when we love our family. But we must never put family above God. 

Our Lord said this in the clearest possible terms, not just in our text, but 

elsewhere as well: cf. Matthew 10:34-38 

There is a very important principle which is found throughout the Bible, and 

it can be summed up in these words: 
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The things that are temporal (temporary) are of less value than the things 

which are eternal. 

Following Christ means putting everything—everything—aside which 

hinders our commitment to follow Him.  

 

 

 

 


