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• The word “Christian” is used three times in the New Testament (Acts 

11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16). Followers of Jesus Christ were first called 

“Christians” in Antioch (Acts 11:26) because their behavior, activity, and 

speech were like Christ.  

• The word “Christian” literally means, “belonging to the party of Christ” 

or a “follower of Christ.” (Fan vs. Follower) 

• Scripture: Matthew 4:18-22 - Jesus extends an invitation to fishermen Simon 

Peter and his brother Andrew to leave their regular occupation to “come, 

follow me and I will send you out to fish for people.” 

 

Matthew 4:19 - “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” 

There are three important attributes of being a disciple for Christ found in this 

Scripture.   

1) “Follow me” implies the recognition and acceptance of “who Jesus is as 

Lord, leader and master of our lives.” The disciple knows Jesus and will 

follow him to learn.  

2) “And I will make you” addresses the transformation that begins to take 

place in the disciple’s life as Jesus begins “molding our hearts to become 

more like his.” The disciple of Christ will be changed by Christ.  

3) “Fishers of men” speaks to the “response of action” in what is now done 

with the hands in commissioning. In other words, “a disciple of Christ is 

saved for a purpose.” 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2011.26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2011.26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2026.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2011.26
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What is a disciple of Jesus Christ? 

In the Gospels, Jesus says to “follow me” thus defining a disciple as: 

Read Luke 14:26-33 

 

1) Someone totally committed to Christ (Luke 14:26) 

2) Someone willing to carry out their individual burden to sacrifice for 

Christ and his cause (Luke 14:27) 

3) Someone who must count the cost before following Christ (Luke 14:28) 

4) Someone who is willing to give up all earthly possessions (Luke 14:33) 

5) Someone who continues in God’s Word and experiences freedom in Christ 

(John 8:31-32) 

6) Someone who genuinely loves other believers (John 13:35) 

7) Someone who abides in Christ, prays, bears fruit and glorifies God (John 

15:5, 7-8) 

8) Someone who is full of the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:52) 

9) Someone who obediently follows the heart of the Master (Matthew 26:19) 

10) Someone who is ultimately involved in the mission of Jesus to make 

disciples (Matthew 28:16, 18-20) 

Hence, a disciple of Christ is a saved person, transformed by Christ, who has 

decided to follow Jesus’ example of bringing others to Him, knowing it will cost 

them everything they hold dear while committing themselves to the mission of 

Christ.  Luke 14:28 sums it up well in saying, “Suppose one of you wants to 

build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have 

enough money to complete it?” 


