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   I. A LESSON ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS 

A.  In verse 2, Jesus uses the phrase “in Me.”  He is telling us that He is speaking 

here to people who are in a vital, life-giving relationship to Himself; He is 

speaking to those who are saved.   

B.  How does one get to be “in” Jesus?  The only way this can happen is for the 

“new birth” to take place.  This is the Bible way of salvation, Rom. 10:9, 

10:13; Acts 16:31. 

C.  Now, there are plenty of people “in” religion; and there are plenty of people 

“in” the church.  There are many who are moral, upstanding people, but that 

does not mean that they are “in” Jesus!  

D.  No one can be a fruitful branch for the glory of God until they have a 

vital, life-giving connection to the Vine.  Without that vital connection, the 

“sap of life” cannot flow in and through you.  Before you can have anything 

else, from God or with God, you must have that relationship to God. 

   

  II. A LESSON ABOUT REPRODUCTION 

A.  A vine has one distinct purpose: bearing fruit.  But, if you will notice, the 

vine itself does not bear the fruit.  It delegates the fruit bearing to the 

branches.  The vine has fruit, but its fruit is the branches! Jesus came to this 

world to die on the cross for the sins of fallen men, Mark 10:45; Luke 19:10; 

John 18:37.  

B. When a branch is grafted into a fruit tree, it receives its life from the tree, 

but it continues to bear its own kind of fruit.  However, when a wild branch 

is grafted into Jesus Christ the True Vine that wild branch receives a new 

nature.  The lost sinner who comes to Jesus for salvation receives from the 

Lord a brand new nature.  In fact, he receives the “divine nature”, 1 Pet. 2:4.  

That is the essence of the “new birth.”  It transforms those who are saved into 

“new creatures,” 2 Cor. 5:17.  

C. You will notice that God, in these verses, indicates that He expects us to bear 

fruit.  You will also notice that there is to be a progression in our fruit 

bearing.  Verse 2 mentions “no fruit,” “fruit,” and “more fruit.”  Verse 8 
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speaks of “much fruit.”  I gather from this that God expects us to always be 

growing in the fruit bearing process. 

  

 There are three basic fruits the Lord bears in the lives of His children.  

They are: 

 1.  Sanctification - That is, we become more like Him - Rom. 6:22; Phil. 

1:11; Col. 1:10. 

 2.  Spirituality - That is, we behave more like Him - Gal. 5:22-23. 

 3.  Souls - That is, we are burdened like Him - Rom. 1:13. 

 

III. A LESSON ABOUT RESPONSIBILITY  

A.  In truth, bearing fruit for the Lord is not difficult at all!  In fact, it is one of 

the simplest things any believer can do! Fruit bearing is absolutely a 

passive activity. If you will do one thing, then fruit will happen in your life!   

The one thing required of the branches for fruit to be a reality is for them to 

“abide” in Jesus. If the branches abide in Jesus, they will bear fruit for the 

glory of God.  The only thing the Lord requires of the branches is for them 

to rest in Him and to draw their life strength from them.  If this happens, 

fruit will always be the result! The branches yield themselves to the will of 

the vine; its life flows through them and fruit happens! 

B. How does a person abide in Jesus?  First, you must be “in” Jesus.  You 

must be saved!  After that, you abide in Him through prayer, study of His 

Word, meditation upon Him and His Word, v. 4, worship and praise, and 

total surrender of the life to Him, Rom. 12:1-2. 

C.  If I want to be a fruitful branch for the glory of the Lord, I must learn the 

secret of fruitfulness. Without Him, you and I can bring nothing spiritual to 

pass, John 15:4.  But, with Him, we can be used in a mighty way, Phil. 4:13. 

D.  Every person who is truly saved by grace has as his or her first priority the 

glory of God, 1 Cor. 10:31.  Jesus tells us plainly in verse 8 that our bearing 

“much fruit” brings glory to the Lord.   

 The quality of that fruit is not my responsibility.  I am simply to abide.  He 

will bring the kind of fruit through me that pleases Him.  The quantity of that 

fruit is not my responsibility.  My duty is to abide in Him.  He will produce 

the quantity of fruit from my life that pleases Him.   
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 IV. A LESSON ABOUT REALITY 

A.  The sad fact is this: not all branches bear fruit at the same level.  Be that 

as it may, the Vine Dresser deals with every single branch in His vineyard.  

Notice what Jesus says. 

 1.  v. 2 – “He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 

branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be even more 

fruitful .”  This is a picture of a branch that has fallen into the dirt.  It’s 

leaves are dirty and covered, they cannot absorb light hence the branch 

cannot bear fruit. The gardener sees the branch in this condition, and He 

lifts it back up, cleanses it and puts it in a position where it can receive 

light and rain and where it can grow as it should.  

 On a personal level, this means that when we get to a place in our 

Christian lives where we are unfruitful and barren, the Lord will reach into 

our lives; He will disturb our slumber and He will lift us up in an effort to 

challenge us and shock us to growth.   

 There are three steps in this lifting process.   

1) His Rebuke - Heb. 12:5 

 2) His Chastisement - Heb. 12:5  

 3) His Scourging - Heb. 12:6   

 There are times when the Lord can only accomplish this through 

chastisement. If chastisement is responded to with repentance, He will 

cause us to be fruitful for His glory.  If, however, we choose to go on in 

our sins, there is a sin unto death, 1 John 5:16. 

2.  v. 2 – while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will 

be even more fruitful.”  – This has the idea of cleansing. When the 

Gardener sees a branch that is producing fruit, He removes things from 

the branch that sap it vitality and strength. Things like sucker branches, 

useless buds, misdirected shoots, spots, discolored leaves, etc.  Anything 

that consumes life but produces no fruit must go!   

 So, it is in the life of the believer.  There are so many things in us and 

around us that can hamper our walk with the Lord.  When we begin to be 

fruitful, we can rest assured that He will cleanse us through the 

pruning process so that we might do ever more for His glory.  When we 

allow things into our lives that hinder our walk with the Lord, then we are 

in danger of a pruning.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+15%3A1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26702a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+15%3A1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26702a
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B.  Notice verse 2, Jesus says that this ministry is performed on “every branch.” 

No one is excluded from the touch of the heavenly Vine Dressers hand and 

He challenges us and cleanses us to be fruitful for Him.  There is no doubt that 

when He is purging and purifying our lives that it can be very painful.  But, I 

would have you to remember that He is never closer to us than when His 

ministering hand is upon our lives!  

C.  Verse 6 tells us that not every branch responds properly to the challenging 

and cleansing ministry of the Gardener.  When this happens, there is a loss of 

fellowship and of reward.  Many people have read this verse and have 

concluded that it is possible for a branch to be forever cut out of the Vine.  

Here is what Jesus is talking about: 

 1.  Loss of Fellowship - Cast out - Not Abiding. We cannot lose relationship.  

The withered branch still possesses the same nature as the Vine, but it is 

no longer attached in the sense of life drawing fellowship. 

 2.  Loss of Vitality - Withered - Possessing no life!  Dead and dried up.  This 

describes many Christians today!   

 3.  Loss of Reward - When this life is over, there will be many who name the 

name of Jesus and were unfruitful.  They will experience the loss of every 

reward, 1 Cor. 3:13-15.   


