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Introduction 

We come now to the climax of Abraham's walk with God. It is one of the 

most dramatic and disturbing passages in the whole Bible. It is also an 

extremely important passage that we need very much to understand, because 

it is a picture of what you can expect if you follow the one true God. 

READ 22:1-2. This strikes us as an incredible, outrageous demand. Isaac 

is Abraham's only son by Sarah, God's supernatural gift to them, and the key 

to a whole host of promises God made to Abraham. Now God says, "I want 

you to take your son and kill him and offer him up to me as a burnt 

offering." 

Why did God command this? The text says it was to "test" Abraham (22:1) 

-- to call on him to demonstrate his unconditional commitment to him. 

Yes, there are many other truths and factors that temper this truth, and we 

will get to some of them shortly. But don't miss the point: If you follow the 

one true God, he will test your commitment to him by asking you to give 

him what you love most. 

If this is the god you want, stay away from the God of the Bible! Because he 

will never cooperate with your domestication project. He reserves the right 

to set the agenda and call on you to follow his plans, even if that means 

scrapping your plans and parting with what is dearest to you 

(RELATIONSHIPS; PLANS; POSSESSIONS; TALENTS; etc.).  

READ 22:3. Abraham probably rose early because he couldn't sleep all 

night because of the dread and anxiety over what God asked him to do. He 

didn’t need to split the wood and saddled the donkey himself. He was so 

wealthy that he would have normally had his servants do this for him. He 

probably did this himself because he was "working out" his anxiety and 

dread. 
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LESSON: It is not true that following God is always easy, something you 

do cheerfully. It is sometimes agonizing and dreadful. Nor is it true that the 

longer you follow God, the easier it gets. Really, it's just the opposite if we 

consult scripture and people who have walked with for a long time. He calls 

on you for more difficult and terrifying things. 

READ 22:4. This seems so sadistic. God could have told him to take Isaac 

out to the back yard immediately, but he tells him to take a long (50 mile), 

three-day trip to the site.  

READ 22:5-8. Why did Abraham have Isaac carry the wood for his burning 

up the mountain? It may be because Abraham was too weak, and Isaac was a 

strong young adult? The text doesn't say, but I believe that God told 

Abraham to do this--for reasons that we'll discover shortly. 

READ 22:9. Imagine the look of shock and horror on Isaac's face when he 

learned of his father's intentions.  

Imagine Abraham's agony as he told him what God commanded him to do.  

READ 22:10. Abraham went all the way! He raised the knife and was ready 

to plunge it into his son's heart, and then light the fire and burn his son up. 

James says that this act completed his faith in God (Jas. 2:22). 

SUMMARIZE: The God that really exists will ask you to demonstrate your 

commitment to him by asking you to give him what you love most. But you 

will never be able to do this unless you understand something else about 

God. 

He will test you in order to bless & never to harm you (vs 11-13). 

READ 22:11-13. At the last possible second, after Abraham has shown his 

willingness to go all the way, God intervenes through his angel. You can 

imagine how quickly Abraham answered, and how readily he obeyed!  

God provided a substitute offering for Isaac, and he gave his son back to 

him. Now the very son who had been such a reminder of God's goodness 

and faithfulness, who also had been such an agonizing reminder of God's 

"jealousy," was now again (in a much deeper way) a reminder of God's 

goodness and faithfulness. 
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This brings us to the second lesson of this story, which is every bit as 

important as the first lesson. God will test you in order to do you good and 

never to do you harm.  

Abraham knew this about God, and this is why he was willing to obey him 

even to the point of offering his son up. 

This is why those who offer up to God what they love the most never regret 

it. They realize it was (all along) an invitation into deeper experience of 

God's goodness and love. 

Sometimes, he gives you back what you offered to him, so that you can 

never look at it the same way again--not as your right to clutch on to, but as 

God's gift to glorify him with.  

At other times, he does not give it back, but he enriches your life in other 

ways so much that you never regret what you gave to him.  

This is the crucial issue: Do you believe that God is wise and good in this 

way, to the extent that you will give him what he asks? Sometimes we 

decide to believe he isn't, and we get outraged that he would ask us for what 

we love, and we embitter ourselves against him and cut ourselves off from 

the blessings he would have already showered on us by now. God never cuts 

us off from his blessing; we cut ourselves off by clutching on to our idols 

instead of giving them to God. 

There is another blessing that God gives you when you trust and obey him, 

and this blessing is so great that it is difficult to put into words. He will 

work through your obedience to advance his plan to bless the world--

usually in ways beyond anything you could imagine. This is exactly what 

22:14 is getting at (read). Abraham named the mountain "The Lord Will 

Provide" because God fulfilled his statement to Isaac (22:8) there. But 

Moses says there was a significance to what happened on that mountain that 

pointed to something God would provide in the future. 

Why God made him go to this region and mountain. This is the same 

mountain on, on which the temple was built (2 Chron. 3:1), on which the 

animal sacrifices were offered, and on which Jesus was crucified 2000 years 

later to pay for the sins of the whole world. 
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Why God had him offer his only, beloved son. Jesus' famous statement in 

Jn. 3:16 is probably a purposeful echo of 22:2,12.  

What God did not make Abraham go through with, he did go through with 

himself, because this was the only way we could be forgiven and reconciled 

to God. 

Why God had Isaac carry the wood to the site and voluntarily submit to his 

own death. Jesus voluntarily bore his own cross to Golgotha (on this mount) 

and subjected himself to crucifixion--because he loves us with a boundless 

love that freely gives himself for us. 

Why the angel of the Lord intervened? This "angel" is the Lord himself 

(22:12 "me") and is probably the pre-incarnate Christ. As he intervened to 

spare Isaac's life, he knew that on that site 2000 years later his own life 

would not be spared--so our sins' penalty of death could be paid. 

 

 


