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Intro: Before his ascension Jesus issued what has come to be called The Great 

Commission. A “commission” is “an authoritative command; a directive; a 

command.” When Jesus spoke these words directly to His disciples, and indirectly 

to us, He was giving the church her marching orders. He was telling exactly what 

He expected us to do in His physical absence. The disciples took the Lord’s 

command seriously. They went into the world and shared the Gospel of Jesus and 

thousands upon thousands were saved by the grace of God. Their message was 

so powerful and their witness so effective that their critics accused them of 

“turning the world upside down”, Acts 17:6. 

That was then, and this is now! What was given as The Great Commission has 

turned into what some have labeled The Great Omission. When something is 

“omitted”, it is “left out, undone, neglected”. Instead of taking the Gospel to the 

ends of the earth as the Lord commanded, the contemporary church won’t even take 

the Gospel to our loved ones and surrounding community.  

Consider the following:  

▪ 95% of all Christians have never won a soul to Christ.  

▪ 80% of all Christians do not consistently witness for Christ.  

▪ Less than 2% are involved in the ministry of evangelism.  

▪ 71% do not give toward the financing of The Great Commission. 

Has The Great Commission become The Great Omission in your life and mine? 

Are we as a church doing everything, we can to find inroads of outreach into the 

world around us? 

I want to take a fresh look at The Great Commission today. I want to share four 

facts from these verses that give us much needed insight into The Great Commission. 
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   I.  v. 19 - WE HAVE A DIVINE MANDATE 

The mandate of The Great Commission is to “Go”. This is a word of action! We 

cannot “go” if we are sitting still. We cannot “go” if we stay where we are. We 

cannot “go” if we do not make a move. 

This verb means “as you go”. As we pass through this world we are to carry the 

Gospel message with us, sharing it with everyone we meet along the way. There 

are two ways we can do this. 

1.  It involves our Lifestyle – Matt. 5:13-16. Like salt, our life should create a 

thirst in people for the Lord.  

2.  It involves our Lips – We are told to “teach”. That word has the idea of 

“making disciples or to instruct.” We are to live the right kind of life, but we 

are also told to share our faith. Cf. Mark 16:15  

• Our duty is to tell! If the Lord just saved us to keep us out of Hell, then He 

would have taken us to Heaven as soon as He saved us. If He had just saved 

us to worship and praise Him, then He would have taken us straight home 

to glory. He saved us so that we would have a story to tell! He leaves us here 

so we can tell the story. He saved us to use us in this world as His tools of 

ministry to lost sinners!  

 II.  v. 20 - WE HAVE A DIVINE MESSAGE 

Jesus tells His followers to share a specific message: “…to observe all things 

whatsoever I have commanded you…” As we go and as we tell the world about 

Jesus, the message we are to share is very clear. We are to share the Gospel. 

Our message is not a message about our church or our denomination. It is not 

about our preacher or about our standards of dress and music. It is not about our 

style of worship. All of those are important, but none of them can save a lost, 

hell-bound soul. 

Our message is a simple message. It is a message of hope to hurting; of life to 

the dead; of peace to the tormented. Our message is called The Gospel and “it 

is the power of God unto salvation, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 

(Rom. 1:16) It is a message that every person in the world needs to hear. It is a 

message that is universal in its application. It is a message that has the potential 

to change every life and every eternity that falls under its power, John 1:11-12.  
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Cf. 1 Cor. 15:3-4 and Mark 5:20.   

III.  v. 19 - WE HAVE A DIVINE MISSION 

He tells us that we are to “Go…and teach all nations”. In Mark 16:15, He says, 

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” In Acts 1:8, 

He says, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 

you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, 

and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

How are we doing reaching the world around us? Are we active in our Jerusalem? 

Are we fulfilling The Great Commission? Or, are we guilty of committing The 

Great Omission? 

 IV.  v. 20 - WE HAVE A DIVINE MENTOR 

 Jesus doesn’t send us in to this world, lost world without any resources.  

1. We Are Promised His Presence – “Lo, I am with you always…” When you 

are standing there sharing the Gospel with that friend, that family member, 

even that total stranger, the Lord Himself is right there with you.  

2.  We are Promised His Power – “All power in Heaven and earth is given 

unto Me” – He also says, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 

Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me…” (Acts 1:8) 

when we are faithful to share His Gospel message, we can be confident God 

will use His message for His glory.  

I am not a powerful witness and I do not have a stunning testimony, but if I will 

faithfully share what the Lord has done for me and what He has said in His Word, 

He will put His power on my weak message and draw sinners to Himself for 

salvation. 

ASSIGNMENT 

▪ Practice 90 second elevator speech each day 

▪ Pray for God: 

o to give you faith to be willing to share your faith 

o to show/reveal people to share the Gospel 

o transform Greater Bethel MBC to soul-winning church 

 

▪ Share your faith with as many persons as God provides opportunity  


